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What was your biggest challenge 
during the prototype phase? We had 
to live up to the hype from the previous 
edition as many customer were telling 
us that we should not mess with it. 
However, we did introduce a new foil 
profile on this kite that has proven 
itself to increase turning speed and 
overall efficiency. Finding that perfect 
foil was a great challenge. We had to 
adjust this foil through several samples 
in order to obtain exactly what we 
were looking for. Theory is not always 
enough and on the water testing is 
always the only way! But at the end we 
accomplished our goals and Helix fans 
that helped us with testing are super 
stoked with the new edition.
 
If you could choose one standout 
performance or new construction 
feature to highlight, what would it be? 
Clearly, the overall mix of performance 
and easiness of use is the first thing 
that you will feel on the 2010 Helix. It 
has more pop and goes upwind, better 
than ever, while keeping a friendly and 
stable attitude.

What is the biggest advantage of your 
control bar? (kites only) The biggest 
advantage of our control system is that 
is extremely simple and streamlined 
while being what we and many of 
our customer believe to be the most 
advanced in the market. 

How does self launch and self 
landing work on this kite? We do not 
recommend self landing or launching 
your kite, you should always get help 
from a friend. However, self launching 
works like on most bridled kites; put 
your kite sideways to the wind, walk 
upwind with you bar, then pull one 
back line. For self landing, put your 
kite on the edge of the window and 
pull strongly on the leash line.

What are some of the other key 
product features and performance 

characteristics? This year all the kites come with 20m lines on 
the bar control system, Then we have extension lines; the 9, 
10.5 and 12 come with 4 meter extensions, and the 14 comes 
with a 7 meter extension line. 

What style/level of rider will most enjoy this product and in 
what conditions? The more advanced kiter will definitely get 
the most out of the 2010 Helix as it turns really fast and has 
a lot of pop. Regarding conditions, there are really no limits. 
From gusty to steady winds, this kite will handle it for waves, 
freeriding, freestyle and racing. 

What is your warranty policy on this product? Naish 
warrants its product to be free from major defects in material 
or workmanship to the original purchaser for a period of 
ninety (90) days from the date of purchase.

What differentiates your product 
from your competitors? The main 
difference between the Helix and 
any of our competitor’s is that 
the Helix has the Sigma outline, 
which we have found provided 
unmatched stability, especially at 
the low angle of attack.

Is this a new design or a next generation on 
an existing design? It is a next generation of 
an existing design, but as always at Naish, a lot 
of R&D time went into this kite, making it very 
new. The foil profile is new, the amount of sigma 
outline has been decreased and the overall 
outline of the kite is now all rounded. What 
remains constant is the design goals, making it 
the kite that bridges C-kite performances with 
the easiness of the bridled kites. 

If this is next generation design, what were 
the main goals in developing it? The main 
goal was to increase the power and punch 
and overall performance of the kite while 
maintaining it’s ease of use.

Designer Profile:
Name: Damien Girardin
Age: 30 
Location: Maui 
Job Title: Product Manager/ 
Kite Designer
Designing: 6 years, Masters in 
Mechanical Design 
Kiteboarding: Started 1997 but 
really got into it in early 2002 
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Due to the success of the 2009 Helix and the new 2010 Helix, 
essentially a brand new kite, Naish combined the best of last 
year’s Helix and Cult to product the 2010 Cult. The direct feel 
and turning speed of last year’s Helix was very successful 
for both advanced and beginner riders. Due to this feedback, 
Naish used the direct steering with no rear bridle in addition 
to wingtips from the 2009 Helix to provide a more direct feel 
and a higher performing kite for the new Cult. The canopy 
is similar to previous Cult’s with a more exaggerated sigma 
shape making it the most stable kite Naish has produced to 
date. We spoke with kite designer Damien Girardin to find 
out more about the 2010 Cult and how this kite differs from 
the 2010 Helix.

What did you work on changing or improving on the 2010 
Cult and what were your challenges? Our goal for 2010 was 
to create an even higher performing and more stable kite 
for all levels of riders so we worked on improving relaunch, 
increasing the speed of the bigger kites, giving the kite a 
more direct bar feel, and simplifying the bridles to produce 
a more compact kite for even better handling. The biggest 
challenge was to not make the smaller kites too fast 

and to make the bigger kites faster while ensuring that the entire range had a very similar 
feel from one size to another. In order to do that we made adjustments to the LE diameter, the 
amount of direct steering (pre-loaded wingtips that allow the kite to immediate react to rider 
input) and the foil profile. Each kite size has different values for these parameters allowing us 
to have the ideal speed for each size while maintaining a consistent feel throughout the entire 
range. Most other companies scale their profiles up and down to accommodate sizes. We 
actually changed profiles which was not an easy task

Is there any particular new feature on the 2010 Cult 
that you want to point out to riders? The stand 
out feature of the 2010 Cult is the new direct 
connections and wingtips that create a more 
direct feel and faster turning speeds while 
actually increasing the stability in the kite.

Why would a rider choose the Cult over the 
Helix? Due to Geo-Tech canopy construction 
and other modifications we made to the new Cult, 
the stability and user friendliness of this kite fits 
any kiter from the beginner taking lessons to the 
advanced level rider throwing mega 
loops. This kite is extremely easy to 
learn on whether you are learning 
to get upwind, learning your first big 
jumps, or learning your first technical 
unhooked maneuvers. Personally, 

I even ride sliders on the 
new 2010 Cult. This kite will 
push your limits no matter 
what they might be. Riders 
looking for a super high 
performance, more aggressive kite should try the Helix. Among many 
other changes, we took Geo-Tech out of the 2010 Helix so its profile could expand 
more, allowing it to offer bigger jumps, more pop, quicker turning and more pull 
through the turns. 

How do you feel the new Cult differs from other kites going after the all-terrain 
market? The main difference between the Cult and any of our competitor’s kite 
is that it has the Sigma outline and Geo-Tech construction. These two features 
provide unmatched stability, especially at low angles of attack, incredible 
smoothness and superior control in the high end of the wind range.

cult

I had the pleasure of testing the 9m Cult 2010. The 

conditions varied from puffy underpowered when I 

went out to strong gusty 15-25+ knots by the time I 

finished. The striking characteristic for the new Cult 

was the super responsive and direct feel of the kite. 

With the new direct connect for the rear lines, the kite’s response to bar 

input was almost instant. The 2009 Cult was a quick-turning kite, but 

the 2010 definitely feels significantly quicker turning than the previous 

generations. The low end power also felt increased, well-tested when 

I first went out in the light, flukey wind, and was able to make it work 

when most guys were on 12’s. All in all, a good solid, quick kite with a 

ton of range!

testedSteve Gates, Big Winds:
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Product name: Helix 2010
Product category: Sigma
Sizes available: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.5, 12 & 14m
Release date: September 09

The new Helix has been modified to be more aggressive than ever. The kite flies with a stronger pull, faster 

flying speed, faster turning speed and an easier relaunch. On my first day out with the Helix, it was hard to 

believe I was riding the 9m as it felt more like a 7m. I think that most intermediate/advanced riders want to 

ride a c-kite for freestyle and big kiteloops for reasons like bar feel, pull, and flying speed, but also want the 

stability and depower of an SLE for wave riding or gusty days. If you find yourself in a similar predicament, the 

2010 Helix is the solution!

testedDavid Comp, Team Rider:

Naish took the best features from the 2009 Helix and Cult kites to produce the 2010 Cult. Its 
new direct connections and wingtips helped them achieve more stability, easier relaunch, 
a more direct feel and faster turning speeds. Photo Jon Malmbergspeeds 

Naish changed the Helix’s profile for 2010 to increase its C-kite performance 
while also blending in bridled kite characteristics resulting in a kite with in-
creased power, punch, smoothness and safety features. Photo Stephen Whitesell 

Product name: 
2010 Cult
Product category: Sigma

Sizes available: 3, 4.5, 6, 7.5,  

9, 10.5, 12, 13.5, & 15m
Release date: Aug 2009

 

http://www.naishkites.com/en/index.html
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session! Stability is the key when you go out with a small kite 
in 50 knots of wind. 

If you could choose one standout performance or new 
construction feature to highlight, what would it be? The 
standout performance of the new Obsession is still its 
excellent maneuverability and unbeatable turning speed, but 
now with its new shape, the result is an even more stable kite, 
faster in the big sizes and slower in the small ones, with an 
incredible amount of power and easiness to ride unhooked. 
This new kite will be a trendsetter in speed and progressive 
smooth power in all areas of the flying window.

What is the biggest advantage of your control bar? The new 
Global bar presents many innovations. The chicken loop is now 
moulded and ergonomically designed. Compact, clean and 
precise, it has a very reliable release which can be put back 
together with one hand on the water. But the most important 
feature of the bar is the new rigid thread flying lines, an 
exclusive product developed and manufactured in Italy only 
for RRD. These new revolutionary lines are made with inner 
uninterrupted unidirectional pure dyneema fibers, covered by 
pure dyneema 30° woven fabric. The combination of these two 
styles of weaving accounts for unmatched low stretch factor 
of the lines; 85% less on average compared to classic flying 
lines. The Rigid Thread lines also allow the kite to be faster in 
the turns and a quicker transfer of the power of the kite to the 
board, resulting in more response and better handling of the kite 
in any conditions. The difference in performance is remarkable!

What style/level of rider will most enjoy this product and in 
what conditions? The Obsession is a great overall performer 
capable of suiting the needs of World Cup freestyle riders 
like Seb Garat, to waveriders and racers like Abel Lago to the 
average freerider at any beach. We have many kite instructors 
using it during their lessons who also enjoy it themselves after 
their lesson are finished. 

What is your warranty policy on this product? 12 months for  
any defect of manufacturing issue under regular, non-
commercial use.

What differentiates your product from your competitors? Our 
Obsession in developing the best kites in the world! 

Is this a new design or a next 
generation on an existing design? The 
new Obsession is the second generation 
of the first very successful kite.

If this is next generation design, what 
were the main goals in developing it?
The Obsession was already a great 
kite, so we focused on small details to 
improve its overall performance. We 
shortened the leading edge length in 
all the sizes about 20% compared to 
last year’s design. Tips are10% wider 
to improve the kite’s maneuverability 
and we worked a lot on the kite shape 
to improve its stability, especially in 
gusty conditions like those we have in 
Tarifa, which is the spot we chose for 
our test session this year. To achieve 
better stability, we moved backward the 
maximum draft in the middle section of 
the kite. 

What was your biggest challenge 
during the prototype phase? To reach 
a final design that performed great in 
challenging conditions. We tested the 
kites in Tarifa during our winter testing, 
with very strong and gusty wind shifting 
from 15 to 50 knots during the same 

I was totally amazed when I first flew the RRD Obsession. It was not only 

super stable and safe, but it was equally responsive and quick. It has the 

best combination of characteristics of any kite that I have flown. I would 

not hesitate giving my own personal kite to a brand new beginner to fly. 

I feel confident in the kites safety while at the same time I know it will 

perform up to my standards. It is extremely responsive, very powerful, and has an awesome 

kite loop. I am so excited to get these kites in people’s hands so that they can experience 

what I ride everyday!

tested

Product name: Obsession 2010
Product category: SLE 
Sizes available:5, 7, 9, 10.5, 12 & 13.5
Release date: Late August 09

RRD
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Designer Profile:
Name: Werther Castelletti
Age: 42
Location: Caserta, Italy
Job Title: Geometrist
Designing: 6 years
Kiteboarding: 8 years

Shawn Richman, Intl. Team Rider/Rep:
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C4WATERMAN has 

roots in Pure Hawaiian tradition 

and is the leader in SUP technology, 

performance, and innovation. From 

our home surf on Oahu, we design 

and produce the finest STAND UP 

PADDLE boards, paddles, equipment 

and accessories for wave-riding  

and flatwater fitness touring and 

training. Visit us for more at  

 www.C4Waterman.com.The shape of the 2010 Obsession was modified resulting in even more stability, faster in the big sizes and slower in the small 
ones. Improved unhooked performance combined with a new control bar round out the new package. Photo courtesy RRD
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Delta Windsurf Company	
(831) 429-6051	 CA
Helm Sports	
(650 )344-2711	 CA
Inflight Surf and Sail	
(562) 493-3661	 CA
Kite Country	
(619) 226-4421	 CA
Kitesurfari	
(562) 596-6451	 CA
KiteWindSurf	
(510) 522-WIND	 CA
Live2Kite	
(415) 722-7884	 CA
Long Beach Windsurf Center	
(562) 433-1014	 CA
Mako Surf Skate Snow	
(949) 367-1300	 CA
Malibu Kitesurfing	
(310) 430-KITE	 CA
Manta Wind & Water Sports	
(858) 270-7222	 CA
Monkey Air	
(310) 457-6896	 CA
Murrays	
(800) 786-7245 x23	 CA

Offshore Surf Co	
(760) 729-4934	 CA
Kite School	
(650) 960-1721	 CA
Solutions
(805) 773-5991	 CA
Soul Performance	
(310) 370-1428	 CA
Sky Kitesurfing School	
(925) 455-4008	 CA
VELA	
(800) 223-5443	 CA
Wind over Water 
Kiteboarding	
(650) 218-6023	 CA
Windsport	
(619) 488-4642	 CA
Kite Island	
(925) 212-2915	 CA
Xdream Sportz	
(858) 481-9283	 CA
Xstreamline Sports	
(310) 518-1972	 CA
Xtreme Big Air	
(805) 773-9200	 CA

Colorado
Colorado Kite Force
(970) 485-3300	 CO
GAYLAN’S	
(720) 887-0900	 CO

have tried many different types of electric pumps including the Coleman 
rechargeable pump and countless 12-volt air pumps. After wasting hundreds of 
dollars with minimal satisfaction, I finally found the ultimate E-Pump. Nothing 

delivers the volume and pressure in comparison to the Chevrolet Racing 12v Air 
Compressor. Installation is a simple and easy 15-minute project with the addition 
of a few easy-to-find accessory parts. 

workbench

I
THE ULTIMATE E-PUMP
Words and photos by Kinsley Thomas Wong
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HOW SAFE IS 
YOUR INSTRUCTOR?
 Is your instructor or school 

insured? Have they been through 
an internationally recognized, 
certified instruction program? 

While insurance and certification 
don’t guarantee you quality, 

safe instruction, they can help 
you better qualify your choices. 
Introducing the TKB Certified 

Schools program. Look for the 
symbols by the listings! 

For complete info or to be 
recognized as a TKB 
Certified School, see 

www.thekiteboarder.com 
and click on the TKB Certified 

School graphic.

The Kiteboarder 
Certified Schools

LEGEND

California
Action Watersports	
(318) 827-2233	 CA
Airtime Kiteboarding	
(818) 554-7573	 CA
Aquan Watersport	
(650)593-6060	 CA
Australian Kitesurf Academy
(714) 955-7832	 CA
Bay Area Kitesurf 	
(415) 573-2619	 CA
Board Sports	
(510) THE-WAVE	 CA
Board Sports	
(415) 929-SURF	 CA
CaliKites	
(619) 522-9575	 CA
Captain Kirk’s	
(310) 833-3397	 CA

GG Wind Kiteboarding	
(970) 389-0683	 CO
Into the Wind	
(303) 449-5906	 CO
Larson’s Ski and Sport	
(303) 423-0654	 CO
Fuze Kiteboarding	
(303) 683-5033	 CO
PKS	
(970) 376-3159	 CO
Snowkite Steamboat	
(970) 819-2997	 CO

Connecticut
Orbit Marine Sports	
(203) 333-3483	 CT
Tri State Kites	
(800) 510-0865	 CT

Florida
7 Kiteboarding	
(305) 664-4055	  FL
Ace Performer	
(239) 489-3513	  FL
Bloodline Boardshop
(321) 254-4668	 FL
Big Kite Miami	
(305) 303-4107	 FL
East Coast Kiteboarding	
(954) 295-5778	  FL
Emerald Coast Kiteboarding	
(850) 235-2444	 FL
Extreme Kites	
(904) 461-9415	  FL
Extreme Sports	
(321) 779-4228	  FL
Jupiter Kiteboarding	
(561) 373-4445	  FL
Key West Kiteboarding
(305) 407-6748	 FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay	
(813) 389-3683	 FL
Ft. Lauderdale Kitesurfing Co.	
(954) 410-5419	  FL
Island Style Wind 
& Watersports	
(941) 954-1009	  FL
Island Surf and Sail 	
(954) 927-7002	  FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay	
(813) 389-3683	 FL
Kite Surf the Earth	
(888) 819-5483	  FL
Kite World	
(321) 725-8336	 FL
KGB Kiteboarding
(904) 434-8987	 FL

1st Coast Kiting
(904) 424-2721	 FL
Learn 2 Fly
(386) 986-9637	 FL
Liquid Surf & Sail	
(850) 664-5731	 FL
KiteMare
(877) 829-0015 	 FL
Miami Kiteboarding Inc.
(305) 345-9974 	 FL
Otherside Boardsports
(305) 853-9728	 FL
The Kite Shop
(305) 361-0168	 FL
Sandy Point 
Progressive Sports	
(386) 756-7564	 FL
Ski Rixen	
(954) 429-0215	 FL
Tampa Bay Kiteboarding	
(727) 798-2484	  FL
Triton Kiteboarding
(727) 453-9577	 FL
Watersports West	
(888) 401-5080	 FL
XL Kites
(866) 955-4837	 FL
Xrated Kiteboarding	
(888) 401-5080	 FL

Georgia
All Out Kiteboarding
(912) 234-8260	 GA
High Tide Surf Shop	
(912) 786-6556 	 GA
Locus Kiteboarding	
(404) 509-4229	 GA
Hanag20 Kiteboarding	
(912) 223-7856	 GA

Hawaii
Action Sports Maui	
(808) 242-8015	 HI
Aloha Kiteboarding Academy	
(808) 637-5483	 HI
Caveman Kitesurfing	
(808) 389-4004	 HI
Extreme Sports Maui	
(808) 871-7954	 HI
Hawaiian Island Surf & Sport	
(808) 871-4981	 HI
Hawaiian Watersports	
(808) 262-KITE	 HI
Hawaiian Surf & Sail	
(808) 637-5373	 HI
Kailua Sailboards	
(808) 262-2555	 HI

Kite High	
(808) 637-5483	 HI
Kiteboard Maui	
(808) 870-2554	 HI
Hawaiian Ocean Sports	
(866) 488-5483	 HI
Kitesurf Maui	
(808) 873-0015	 HI
Maui Kiteboarding Lessons	
(808) 242-8015	 HI
Naish Maui Pro Center	
(808) 871-1500	 HI
Naish Hawaii	
(808) 262-6068	 HI
Off Da Lip	
(808) 255-6255	 HI
Second Wind	
(808) 877-7467	 HI
Vela Maui	
(800) 223-5443	 HI

Idaho
Groud Zero	
(208) 265-6714	 ID
Fly Sun Valley	
(208) 726-3332	 ID

Illinois
Windward Sports
(773) 472-6868 	 IL
Chicago Kiteboarder	
(312) 804-5482	 IL

Massachusetts
Air Support Kiteboarding	
(866) Kite-Cod	 MA
Kitesite.net		
(508) 398-1333	 MA
Skyhigh Kiteboarding School	
(508) 259-2728	 MA

Maryland
H2AIR Productions	
(302) 227-1105	 MD

1.	� Connect your air hose and inflator kit to the air 
compressor, place it where you want it in the back 
of your car or truck, and secure it. 

2.	� Run each of the lengths of 8-gauge wire directly 
from your car battery to the back of your car/truck. 
Connect the red wire to the positive terminal and 
the black wire to the negative terminal. Install the 
in-line fuse holder and fuse on the red wire. Hide 
the wires underneath the carpet along the side 
of your car and into the trunk. If you have a truck, 
just route the wires underneath your truck and use 
tie-downs to keep them in place. Install one end of 
the quick connect to the ends of these wires.

3.	� The air compressor has a black and a red wire to 
connect to the battery. Install the other quick-
connect on these wires. Make sure the red and 
black wires will all line up when you put the quick-
connect together.  

4.	� Turn on your car and your air compressor and  
you are ready to fill up your kite! Make sure you 
turn both off when not in use so you don’t drain 
your battery. 

MATERIALS: 

1

2-3

4

4	�Chevrolet Racing 12v Air Compressor ($249 on 
Amazon or Ebay)

4�	�T wo 20’ lengths of 8 gauge electrical wire: 
Black (for ground) and Red (for positive) are 
the standard colors for 12-volt wiring ($60 
Home Depot or any auto or boating store).

4�	� 12-volt DC quick-connects, one male and 
one female and an in-line fuse holder with a 
50-amp fuse. You can find these at auto parts 
or boating stores ($15). Make sure both the 
quick-connects and the fuse holder are rated 
for at least 50-amps 12v DC.

4	In-line fuse holder and 50-amp fuse. 
4	A ir hose and inflator kit ($45 Wal-Mart)

TOTAL COST: $369 
(not including tax or shipping)

T
IP

S •	� Do not use smaller wire like 10 to 16 
gauge as the current draw from the air 
compressor will melt the wire and could 
catch your car on fire! 

•	 �Install the 50-amp 12v fuse somewhere 
easily accessible in case you have to 
change it.

•	 �Once a month, drain the water out of the air 
tank by unscrewing the air relief valve on 
the bottom of the tank.
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thorn cc
Power to win
128, 130, 132, 134, 136

CUSTOM
global
Snappy versatility
5’0”, 5’4”, 5’7”, 6’0”, 6’2”

CUSTOM
fiSh
buttery smooth
5’4”, 5’8”, 6’0”

CUSTOM
gun
incredible speed
5’10”, 6’2”

haze
balanced versatility
128, 132, 136, 141, 147,
XL 135, XL 144

Sol
transforms choppy
water into smooth fun
128, 131, 134, 137, 140

momentum
land tricks you
never imagined
130, 132, 134

Sizes: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.5, 12, 14
helix the evolution of cutting edge Performance

The Helix has been radically redesigned with C-shaped performance and feel, while 
maintaining the incredible depower you expect from a bridled kite.

The Helix now bridges the gap between bridled and C-shaped kites with fast turning, 
punchy power and an engaging feel. With speed, versatility, huge jumps, kite loops, and 
precision handling in mind, this kite allows riders to push their limits to new heights.

Proven all-terrain Performance
Sizes: 3, 4.5, 6, 7.5, 9, 10.5, 12, 13.5, 15
cult
The test winning Cult is the ideal user friendly all-terrain kite. This year, it features an 
increased Sigma profile and a Geo-Tech Generated C-shape, which gives the Cult a larger 
sweet spot, ideal pull through the turns, and enhanced smoothness.

Whether you are a beginner looking for a kite that’s safe, stable, and reliable; Or a seasoned 
veteran looking for one kite that does everything, the Cult is for you.

the next
generation of

Kevin langeree

Sam lightSjoukje bredenkamp

naiShkiteS.com + naiSh.tvPacific boardsports llc
info@pacificboardsports.com - (509) 493 0043

introducing
the world’S moSt
comPlete kiteboard range

http://www.naishkites.com/en/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/theringmedia#p/u/8/HKGpaSLhUyM
http://www.youtube.com/theringmedia#p/u/9/5f7NZTZ6VVM
http://www.youtube.com/theringmedia#p/u/10/VXeMzG7NBm8
http://www.youtube.com/theringmedia#p/u/11/ZfLHkjEFxlI
http://www.kiteforum.com/viewtopic.php?t=2357431&p=598503


210 to be exact

Free Shipping on Board orders in Mainland US from www.jimmylewis.com only.
Dealers welcome. Contact  Fuacata Sports, LLC. info@fuacatasports.com

KITE     •     PADDLE     •     SURF

Redefine Your Ride

WWW.JIMMYLEWIS.COMWWW.JIMMYLEWIS.COM
VISIT THE NEW

FREE SHIPPING FOR A LIMITED TIME

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNispoEuIdg&feature=related
http://jimmylewis.com/
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