






slingshot

The Kiteboarder recently tested the Celeritas 5’4” 2009 model 
and was immediately curious about it due to the board’s 
unique shape. Overall, the board got an excellent rating from 
the TKB test team who found it to be “loose and fast, stable 
at slow speeds and totally smooth at high speeds.” The 2010 
Celeritas line up is a direct translation of one of Ben Wilson’s 
“magic” boards; the original board was a Gorge specific 5’3” 
made especially for R&D designer Amery Bernard. Ben was in 
the shaping room when Slingshot made it and ended up liking 
it so much he took it home with him. He said it changed his life. 
He then convinced Slingshot to develop a full line of Celeritas 
boards. The 5’8” is his daily driver and was the reason for 
translating a 5’8” Celeritas into production in Avisosurf 
Carbon Fiber construction in addition to the EPS construction 
Slingshot offers. This board’s super deep single concave and 
low entry rocker gives it insane speed with a curvy rail for 
drawing whatever kind of lines you can imagine.

As a new design, where does the 5’8” Celieritas Surf fit 
within Slingshot’s Surf Program? It fits into our Crossover 
collection with its features of speed, agility and high 
performance. It’s an essential quiver builder for Slingshot 
Global Team rider Ben Wilson. The 5’8” is good for a bigger 
rider looking for more volume while the 5’4” is ideal for a 
smaller rider who is focused on speed and agility.

What was the biggest challenge in developing this product? 
Making sure the board delivered on all levels of construction 
and performance and lived up to the Slingshot standard!

If you could choose one standout performance or new 
construction feature to highlight, what would it be? The super 
deep single concave that makes the Celeritas insanely fast! 
The Moonshine Celeritas excels in all conditions. The faster 
you ride the more this board can handle.

What are some of the other key product features and 
performance characteristics? Its shape, size and performance 
make this board a great quiver builder board that can be 
ridden strapped or strapless. The ultimate combination of tri-
fin, concave and shape make the Celeritas super fast driving 
and agile.

What style/level of rider will most enjoy this product and in 
what conditions? Bigger riders (175 lb. plus) to intermediate 
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The 5’8” Celeritas is an older more mature cousin of the 5’4”. It has a 

more confident feel in larger, choppier surf and is much more stable and 

easier on the knees than the 5’4”. The 2010 5’8” tracks through choppy 

water like a polyester wave board and has a good, solid, clean carving 

feel without the nervousness of a small board. For me, at 215 lbs, it 

offers plenty of floatation for those light wind big kite days and when the wind picks 

up and I’m on a 7m... Magic!

Will Brady/Floras Lake Windsurfing & Kiteboardingtested

would it be? XPD or Exponential Panel Design on the LE: This is a 
concept that I have been toying with since 2007. XPD on the LE of the 
kite means that the large LE sections are used to make the wing tips 
into progressively smaller panels, which are used as the LE curves 
into the middle of the kite. This accomplishes two very key new 
features. The larger wingtip segments allow the turning area of the 
kite to be tighter and straighter producing a snappy, direct feel. They 
also reduce drag at the wing tips, helping the kite perform better 
at low angles of attack. The smaller center segments allow the LE 
and power area of the kite to better match the curvature of the TE, 
producing cleaner air flow which directly results in more power and 
lift. Long winded enough for you? Don’t get me started!

What is the biggest advantage of your control bar? The new 
2010 SLE control bar is a beautiful upgrade from our past bars. 
The entire bar has been rethought from the ground up by a team 
of designers who really wanted to bring to market the nicest bar 
available. Starting from an ergonomically designed bar, the 2010 SLE 
Control Bar leaves nothing to the imagination with well thought out 
improvements and style. We expect the bar alone will win over many 
new and existing Ocean Rodeo riders.

How does self launch and self landing work on this kite? Same as 
our previous Rise kite…easy as can be.

What are some of the other key product features and performance 
characteristics? We went to a 6-strut design. By moving to 6 struts, 
we were able to remove the center strut which opens the middle 
of the kite to a cleaner air flow. The kite actually pulls harder and 
creates more lift than its predecessor.

What style/level of rider will most enjoy this product and in what 
conditions? This kite is truly the perfect all-around kite. It is used by 
everyone from one of our top wave riders, Philippe Alengrin, all the 
way to some of our Euro freestyle competitors. It’s also proving to be 
a formidable race kite as well. 

What is your warranty policy on this product? I will drive to your 
house and fix it myself. Seriously though, the 100% Satisfaction 
Guarantee speaks for itself.

What differentiates your product from your competitors? What 
immediately comes to mind with this question is build quality, 
innovation and customer service. These are three things that Ocean 
Rodeo has always prided itself on and is known for. The other is 
performance over hype. We design products to meet every rider’s 
needs, conditions and style. 

Is this a new design or a next generation on 
an existing design? The 2010 Rise Venturi XPD 
is the next generation of our Rise SLE.

If this is next generation design, what were 
the main goals in developing it? The main goal 
of the next generation Rise was to take all the 
positive characteristics that made the 2009 
Rise a success and make improvements where 
needed. We have always prided ourselves 
on listening to the feedback from our crew of 
riders and implement changes where we feel it 
will benefit the most. We try not to get pigeon-
holed by listening only to the feedback of “X” 
rider or “Y” rider as everyone’s riding style is 
different. Of course I always have what I want 
to do in the back of my mind but it helps if you 
have an open mind to suggestion. 

What was your biggest challenge during the 
prototype phase? Not to get too carried away 
with having to change the existing design for 
the sake of releasing a new model. It’s a fine 
balance between trying to meet everyone’s 
expectations while not messing with an 
already great design. Ocean Rodeo has always 
followed the mantra that we aren’t going to 
market gimmicky new design products. The 
changes we make are all real improvements 
that affect the performance of entire line.

If you could choose one standout performance 
or new construction feature to highlight, what 

We rode the kite in the 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 meter sizes so far. The Rise 2010 still 

has the big low end power of last year but a more solid feel overall due to the 

extra strut. What we all noticed most of all is a longer glide time — you just 

seem to hang up there forever giving you more time to tweak that grab harder. 

It’s definitely a big jumper. This has to be due to the flat top design. The 6 and 

7 meters are our Gorge favorites in nuking winds since they are even more stable than 2009. 

Note that the Rise flies more off the front lines than others: Get used to it and don’t oversheet. 

If using another brand of bar, be sure to extend your rear lines.
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riders who are riding their first 
directional for flat water, advanced 
riders to pro in waves.

What is your warranty policy 
on this product? Please defer to 
www.slingshotsports.com/support

What do you think differentiates 
this product from what else is 
available in the marketplace? 
From its unique shape to its 
construction to its performance, 
this board handles a huge range of 
conditions from chop Gorge swells 
to 2 to10 foot surf. It loves it all! We 
have an extensive surf line up for 
2010. Check out what’s right for you at 
www.slingshotsports.com/surf
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Designer Profile:
Name: Ross Harrington	

Age: It’s a state of mind	
Location: Vancouver Island, BC
Job Title: Head Designer

Designing: 30+
Kiteboarding: 10

Dave Nunn, Owner Windance 

The next generation Rise has a snappier, more direct feel, increased power and lift 
and an all new control bar. Photo courtesy Ocean Rodeo

Due to the popularity of the 2009 Celeritas, the larger Moonshine model was developed for 2010 to 
accommodate larger riders and offer better planning in lighter wind conditions. Photo BenWilsonSurf.com

Product name: 
Rise Venturi XPD
Product category: SLE
Sizes available: 4, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 16m
Release date: 
September 30, 2009

Product name: 
Moonshine Celeritas 5’8”

Product category: 

Surf
Sizes available: 
5’4 and 5’8”
Release date: 
October 2009

Designer Profile:
Name: Ben Wilson, Amery Bernard, Tony 
Logosz, John Doyle and John Omohundro
Age: Some Young some OLD!
Location: Hood River, Australia, California 
Coast, Oregon Coast
Job Title: Slingshot R&D
Designing: 80 + years combined
Kiteboarding: 60+ years combined

http://www.slingshotsports.com/2010-Celeritas?sc=45&category=17585
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Many kiteboarders have discovered how much fun riding a surfboard-style directional board can be, but many of those who 
haven’t are intimidated by having to learn how to jibe. Fear not! It’s really not as hard as you might think it is. After a little 
practice, you’ll be able to ditch that twin tip and carve some real turns! 

�Approach the turn with moderate speed and direct the kite up 
to the top of the window. Don’t direct the kite too quickly or it 
will just pull you off the board.
 
As the kite reaches the top of the window, dive it down in 
the new direction as you follow the kite with the nose of 
your board. 

Once stable on your toeside edge, hold the kite high (about 
60° above the water) and get ready to switch your feet.

�Moving your feet has to happen in one quick and fluid 
movement. Think about being light on your feet and just go for 
it. Move your back foot up next to your front foot, and move 
your old front foot to the back of the board while turning your 
body to face the kite.

Dive the kite to ride away with speed.

1
2
3
4
5

tips
• 	 You’ll have more success learning the
	 toeside jibe in flat water.

• �	� Don’t pause in the middle of switching your 
feet. You will fall. Switching your feet has to 
be done in one fluid motion.

• �	� Wait until the turn is completed and you are 
stable riding on your toeside edge before 
switching your feet.

• �	� Carve a harder turn and throw more spray 
by entering the turn with more speed and 
by throwing more weight into your back foot 
during the turn.

Unstrapped Toeside Jibe 
Made Easy Rider: Bill Kraft | Photos by Gavin Butler | Words by Paul Lang
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http://www.kitebeachhotel.com/
http://www.greenhatkiteboarding.com/
http://www.7sinsports.com/
http://www.muvon.us/
http://www.kiteforum.com/viewtopic.php?t=2359250&p=615748
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Craig Cunningham, one of the Liquid Force riders in Canada, sent 
us this shot from his trip to Hatteras.  Photo Tahnee Pierog

Local homiesSubmit your photos of “local 
homies” riding at your home 
spot and you could win a 
killer T-shirt from Transcend 
Kiteboarding! E-mail 
ryan@thekiteboarder.com

winning photo

Local Homies is all about everyday, local riders sharing the stoke at their home kiting spots. 
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Eunice Martin cruising in So Cal. Photo Gary Martin

Bob Selfridge kiting an epic day in Long Beach Island, New Jersey. 
Photo Dennis Livesey

Melanie Fortin carving through the shallow waters of Sandy Hook 
in the Magdalen Islands. Photo Mike Hitelman

Todd Learn rides on a clear, sunny, south-wind day at 
Gull Lake, Alberta. Photo Cheryle Battrum

“Today is my boyfriend’s birthday. As a present, I am showing off his waveriding Without Troy, I 
would have never have learned to kitesurf. His favorite saying is, “DON’T drop the kite!”
Photo Mike Higgins (not the girlfriend!)

Kevin “Irie dog” going balls-listic for the locals in San Quintin. Photo Paul Lang





Ron Davidson, aka “Captain Ron,” shows off  his not so pretty downloop transition.
Photo sympathetic girlfriend (Lolita).

Diego Tron doing a new school one footer kite loop. 
Photo courtesy Diego Tron
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Email:ryan@thekiteboarder.com
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Top Hat sent us this photo of Bryan Lake doing some “Hodag 
Kiting” in Wisconsin. Photo Kevin “Top Hat” Senn

Kirsty Moller sent this photo of one of the Squamish, 
BC locals headplanting off a kicker. 
Photo Kirsty Moller

•  Tight radius turn = great pop/fun.
•  No Pulleys for direct handling and safety.
•  Easy relaunch.
•  Huge wind range, 6 - 20 knots. (No Shit!)
•  One pump.
•  Below bar 100% fl ag out safety system.

Ozone’s new light wind specifi c kite is designed for gentle 
breezes and delivers the same superior handling, power, 
feel and control as you’ve come to expect from Ozone.

Zephyr 17m
They Watch

They Cry

You Ride

You Laugh

Lightwind
     Specifi c

www.fl yozoneusa.com

Certified
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Cheryle Battrum shares this yardsale moment with us. “I know you receive pics of 
wipeouts in FRONT of the lens, how ‘bout right INTO the lens. You can probably 
guess how this ended! I took a quick dip to avoid the board but managed to keep 
the camera mostly out of the water. Never a dull moment!” Photo Cheryle Battrum

Josh Noe milliseconds before disaster at Matheson 
Hammock, Park, Miami, Florida. Photo Andres Escobar

Gulfport Boardsports
(228) 596-1936	 MS

Montana
Underground Kitesports	
(406) 546-2709	 MT

North Carolina
Blowing in the Wind	
(910) 763-1730 	 NC
Cape Fear Kiteboarding	
(910) 201-4002	 NC
Kiteboarding Hatteras	
(252) 995-5000	 NC
Kitty Hawk 
Kiteboarding Centers	
(877) FLY-THIS	 NC
Outer Banks Kiting
(252) 305-6839	 NC
Real Kiteboarding	
(866) 732-5548	 NC
Wind Toys USA	
(910) 328-5483	 NC
Wind Toys II
(252) 393-1300	 NC

New Hampshire
Powerline Sports	
(888) 987-WIND	 NH

New Jersey
Extreme Windsurfing	
(610) 807-9493	 NJ
Green Hat Kiteboarding	
(718) 577-1256	 NJ
Heritage Surf & Sport	
(609) 263-3033	 NJ
Island Surf and Sail	

Air-Time	
(541) 387-3910	 OR
All Surf Industries	
(503) 239-8973	 OR
Big Winds	
(888) 509-4210	 OR
Brian’s Windsurfing/Kitesurfing	
(541) 386-1423 	 OR
Cleanline Surf	
(888) 546-6176 	 OR
Floras Lake Windsurfing	
(541) 348-9912	 OR
Gorge Surf Shop	
(800) 957-4978	 OR
Hood River Waterplay	
(541) 386-WIND	  OR
Kite-Line	
(888) 714-9849	  OR
Kite the Gorge
(541) 490-4926	 OR
Lincoln City Surf Shop	
(541) 996-7433	  OR
New Wind	
(541) 387-2440	 OR
Pacific Wave	
(503) 861-0866 	 OR
Storm Warning
(800) 492-6309 	 OR

Puerto Rico
Kitesurfing Puerto Rico	
(787) 728-8716	  PR
Kitesurfing	
(787) 374-5329	 PR

Rhode Island
Northwind Sports	

(609) 494-5553	 NJ

Nevada
Kitesurf Vegas	
(702) 493-9245	 NV
Windsports	
(702) 220-4340	 NV

New York
Best Kiteboarding Center
(631) 691-0793	 NY
Curtis Sport Connection	
(716) 627-2247	 NY
Island Riders	
(631) 583-3019	 NY
Main Beach Surf & Sports	
(631) 537-2716	 NY
Myers	
(716) 751-6511	 NY
Skywalk Kiteboarding	
(631) 324-4450	 NY
Windsurfing Hamptons
(613) 283-9463	 NY
Rick’s Surf Shop	 
(631 )581-9424	 NY

Ohio
Red Sky Surf & Snow	
(419) 536-3204	 OH
River Sports	
(440) 333-8138	 OH

Oklahoma
Thomasons Sports Kites	
(580) 796-2359	 OK

Oregon
2nd Wind Sports	
(541) 386-4464	 OR

(401) 254-4295	 RI

South Carolina
Half Moon Outfitters	
(843) 881-9472	 SC
Catch Some Air	
(843) 388-9300	 SC

South Dakota
Pro Peak Sports	
(605) 341-5445	 SD

Texas
Air Padre Kiteboarding	
(956) 299-WIND	 TX	
Pro Kitesurf	
(361) 883-1473	 TX
South Coast 
Kiteboarding	
(361) 949-3278	 TX
S. Padre Island 
Kiteboarding	
(956) 245-8343	 TX
S. Padre Kiteboarding	
(956) 761-1434	 TX
Warming Hut Ski & Board	
(972) 234-6088	 TX
XL Kites, Dallas 	
(817) 676-7842	 TX
XLKites, Houston
(877) 955-4837	 TX
XL Kites, Padre Island	
(866) 957-2373	 TX
Zero Gravity Kiteboarding	
(361) 949-0266	 TX

Utah
Cloud 9 Soaring Center	
(801) 576-6460 	 UT

Kiteutah.com	
(435) 462-5303 	 UT

Virginia
Southeast Expeditions	
(877) 943-8548	 VA

Washington
North by Northwest Surf Co.	
(360) 452-5144	 WA
Seattle Kiteboarding Center	
(206) 779-3272	 WA
Urban Surf	
(206) 545-9463	 WA
Wiley’s Water Ski Shop	
(206) 762-1300	 WA
Wind Flow	
(877) 211-3524	 WA
Evo	
(206) 973-4470	 WA
Bellingham Kiteboarding	
(360) 441-7577	 WA

Wisconsin
Adventure Kiteboarding	 WI
(414) 760-1493
Coontail Watersports	
(715) 385-0250	 WI
Kite-Riders	
(608) 273-1817	 WI
Southport Rigging Company	
(262) 652-5434	 WI
The Board Shop	
(262) 248-1703	 WI

Wyoming
Hoback Sports	
(307) 733-5335	 WY

Adam Von Ins captured this shot of one of the Catch Some Air riders 
doing a board off that will end up in disaster. Photo Adam Von Ins

http://www.kiteboardingreview.com/ozone/142-ozone-zephyr-2010
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deZc_Wd8log&feature=PlayList&p=8AA2D4A18D789CAC&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=3
http://www.flyozone.com/


http://fonekites.com/EN/site.html
http://www.youtube.com/theringmedia#p/u/15/DnUMUFizZfM
http://vimeo.com/7783080
http://vimeo.com/6500484
http://www.kiteforum.com/viewtopic.php?t=2359820&p=615069


210 to be exact

Free Shipping on Board orders in Mainland US from www.jimmylewis.com only.
Dealers welcome. Contact  Fuacata Sports, LLC. info@fuacatasports.com

KITE     •     PADDLE     •     SURF

Redefine Your Ride

WWW.JIMMYLEWIS.COMWWW.JIMMYLEWIS.COM
VISIT THE NEW

FREE SHIPPING FOR A LIMITED TIME
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